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Abstract

This research addresses a critical contemporary issue: the claim made by many followers of tyrannical rulers
and criminal leaders that they bear no responsibility for the injustices and crimes committed, asserting that they
are merely "following orders" and that obedience to the ruler is a religious obligation. This raises a fundamental
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question: Does such a justification absolve them of accountability on the Day of Judgment?. The Qur’an
discusses this matter in numerous passages, clearly outlining the characteristics of both oppressive leaders and
their followers, and revealing their fate in the Hereafter as a severe warning of the painful punishment that
awaits them. This study aims to explore the issue by applying an analytical methodology to the relevant Qur'anic
scenes and verses. It seeks to identify the negative traits associated with both parties and contribute to
addressing this phenomenon, aspiring to be a step toward liberating people and nations from injustice and
authoritarianism. The research concludes that one of the Qur'an’s key methods in addressing this issue is
through portraying the dialogue that occurs between leaders and their followers in the Hereafter, in which
mutual blame and disavowal are exchanged—highlighting their equal responsibility. Moreover, the verses
demonstrate that many of the blameworthy traits attributed to tyrannical leaders are also ascribed to their
followers, indicating their shared guilt and collective deserving of condemnation. The Qur'an makes no
distinction between them in terms of outcome; rather, both parties are subject to the same end: the curse and
exclusion from God's mercy, and a multiplied punishment as retribution for their oppression, corruption, and
alliance in evil. Their shared fate stems from their shared actions and attributes, as well as from their mutual
reinforcement of an unjust system. Only sincere repentance and a decisive break from this oppressive and
criminal structure offer hope of salvation.
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